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On 20th November, 2014 a conference took place at Savona Town Hall called Journée Mondial de 
la Philosophie where many students took part representing the various high schools of the region, 
school Head teachers and Town Council  authorities. 

The day was opened by Mr. Alfonso Gargano, Headmaster  of  ‘’ Chiabrera – Martini’’ high school, 
home to   the Pole of Philosophy which is recognized as UNESCO partner  

Mr Gargano introduced the day’s theme  concerning ‘’Philosophy as a Life Experience’’ : well-being 
, a link between ethics and politics , underlining  how important and topical they are. 

Drawing conclusions from his personal work experience, he also recalled how education could be 
a form of daily revolution. 

The next speaker was Mr. Fulvio Bianchi, the headmaster of  ‘’O. Grassi’’ Scientific specialist high 
school in Savona. He presented interesting reflections about Seneca, the most important exponent 
of the Third Stoà, praising his thoughts based on the central role of man and on his natural instinct 
to live serenely on his own and with other people  

 

Then Ms Paola Salmoiraghi, Headmistress of Liceo G. Calasanzio of Carcare spoke, saying that 
Philosophy is a really common part of everyone’s  life because human beings have always been 



assailed by doubts and uncertainties that feed their brains on their search for their own autonomy; 
so Philosophy is not about reaching the “destination” but more about setting off on a “journey”. 

Ms Laura Tasso, Headmistress  of the “Boselli-Alberti” technical high school in Savona talked 
about her “philosophical experiences” and recommended it being taught in technical institutes too, 
because it’s an subject that covers all areas of the syllabus. 

The Mayor, Mr. Federico Berruti spoke and and thanked everybody for coming, in addition he 
confirmed the importance of the event for everyone: this event broadens people's critical horizons 
through the studying and practicing of Philosophy. 

Mr. Riccardo Sirello, secretary of the “Association internationale des Professeurs de Philosophie 
(A.I.P.Ph), member of S.F.I. and coordinator of “Polo di Filosofia” presented the official introduction 
to the annual theme that was being discussed at the same time in the official UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris. 

Mr. Sirello read the message sent by Ms. Irina Bokova official Director of UNESCO and by Mr.  
Hermann Ladewyckx, President of A.I.P.Ph. who wished a pleasant working day. 

Then he emphasized the fact that mankind lives in a global dimension, one which is to a certain 
extent “trans-national” where the historical-philosophical dimension redefines itself more than ever 
to “world space”; he defined himself a world citizen and remembering the Philosopher Epitteto he 
pointed out, on the one hand, the importance of life choices,  the purity of moral life, the freedom 
and peace of the soul and on the other hand, the choice of the torment derived from endless 
wishes and from the anxiety of the action. The teacher highlighted the importance of the 
Philosopher's role in society that is indeed to be a Philosopher, ensuring the presence of an ethical 
education everywhere and enabling the recognition of the values of “respect and dignity of Man” as 
a universal basis for human beings. The ability to communicate and share ideas respecting one 
another are essential ingredients for the maintenance of a peaceful coexistence between men. 
Bearing this in mind he reminded the students of future commitments, such as the participation at 
the XXIII Edition of the 2015 PHILOSOPHY OLYMPICS and the presentation of works developed 
by those taking part in the Pole of Philosophy on May 19th, in “Chiabrera-Martini” high school. 
Lastly he remembered, with great emotion, the late Ms Anna Sgherri Costantini, whose 
contribution has made the Pole of Philosophy exist as it does today. 

 

Ms Gloria Bardi then introduced the speaker of the theme of the day, Mr. Franco Manti, Lecturer of 
Bioethics at the Department of Educational Sciences at the University of Genoa. 

 

Mr. Manti, on the basis of his own experience and the studies carried out during these years, 
stated that Philosophy provides effective tools to intervene in disparate areas, creating other "jobs". 
His intervention intended to demonstrate how ethics, economy and politics are three separate 
worlds, but inevitably  connected. He quoted the "Theory of the moral feelings" by Adam Smith, 
according to whom the homo oeconomicus, model of life and example of social relationship, 
however selfish, is induced by his nature to be interested in the common well-being, thus 
underlining that the political economy is inevitably tied to  moral philosophy. He quoted as an 
example the criterion of the paretian "excellent", shown also by Amartya Sen, contemporary Indian 
Economist and Philosopher , who claims that if a change is advantageous for an individual, it is not 
sure that it is so for the whole society. The well-being of a country cannot be deduced from the 



GDP alone, but in particular from the rate of reduction of inequality between rich and poor: the 
objective of political choices should therefore be the well-being,  as distinct from the well-doing, in 
the sense that it is more linked to personal satisfaction. 

A way to achieve well-being is through ethics of caring, according to which we must take care of 
ourselves, of others and of all that surrounds us.  At the end of the speech, Ms Lia Ciciliot , 
Teacher of History and Philosophy and secretary of the Pole of Philosophy, intervened to 
encourage any questions the public might like to ask Mr. Manti.  

During the debate the concept of the negation of “specialism” was highlighted, according to which 
there is no knowledge that is able to be compared only with itself, in the sense that everything is 
interlinked therefore any area of work envisages the knowledge of other closely connected areas. 

The Journeè concluded with the showing of a video emphasizing the significant commitment of  
Unesco. The film emphasized the inequalities between men and well-being unfortunately not 
homogeneously distributed throughout the world and to which all humanity aspires. 

The Journeè was officially closed by Mr. Gargano, who reminded all present about the next edition 
which will take place on the third Thursday of  November , 2015.  
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